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A progeain of celebration of the SEVENTIETIL 
ANNIVERSARY of the beginning of the Unitarian 
Church of Davenport was held during the week of Octo. 
ber ninth to sixteenth, 198, 

Gn Sunday, October ninth, we dedicated the new copies 
of “tym of the Spirit,” whieh were bought by tho 
embers of the congregation as memorials to the found. 
ers of the church, In each copy is placed a slip which 
rends: 

“These Hynmals are Given and Dedicated by The Mem- 
bers of ‘This Chuveh as a Token of Gratitude to the Pound. 
ers on Ha Seventieth Anniversary, Qelober 9, 19388," tos 
gether with the name of the donor of that copy. The 
Dedication Service was earvied out with the help of a 
senior choir, Besides the hymns used in the usual places in 
the service of worship, four others were chosen for the 
dedication. Dr, Suyder spoke briefly in introduction of 
etch hymn, and then the hymn was announced by one of 
the choir, in terms of dedication as fellows: 

Ry Mr, Vonder Heyde: 

“And now in grateful memory and devotion for all 
that the pageantry of the years has brought us, gifts of 
the soul and gifts of brave example, we dediente theso 
hooks of song and praise to the founders of this chureh, 
with hymn number 146.” (All Hail, the Pageant of the 
Years.) 

By Mra. tHansen: 

“And now in the love of music and in worship of an 
infinite rhythm Chat sings from distant star to inner spirit, 
We dedicate these books of song and praise to the founders 
of this church, with hymn number 420." (O Sing With 
Loud and Joyful Song.) 

By Mr. Mason: 

“And now in the spirit that hns abided in this place 
for three score years and ten, we dedicate these books of 
song and praise to the founders of this church, with hymn 
number 466." (We Love the Venerable House Our Fathers 
Built to God.) 

By Mrs. Goenne: 

“And now in grateful memory for propliets, poets, 
seers and wise men who havo left us an inheritance of wise 
dom which the years cannot corrupt, we dedicate these 
books of song and praise to the founders of this ehureh, 
with hymn number 421.” (O Prophet Souls of All the 
Years.) 

The mecting on Tuesday evening, October eleventh, 
was dovoled to an histortenl and retrospective view, Mrs, 
Hilda Matthey rend a paper of reminiscences and Dr, 
Charles W. Snyder reviewed the story of the birth of the 
church organization and of its sponsors, Mrs. Matthey’s 
and Dr. Snyder's papers are presented in this printed form 
us @ permanent record of the years that they survoy. 
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MEMORIES > > 


Mrz, Jlilda Matthey 
“AM hail the pageant of the yeurs 
That endless come and yo 
The brave procession of the spheres 
In time's renistlens How, 
Arise and crown our days with good 
In glad exullant Brotherhood,” 


About 50 years ago, the Harmonie Chorus held {ts 
weekly rehearsals in the buck room of the little unpretens 
tloux frame building, nt that time the Unitarian Church. 
It was here, through its back door, I entered the church 
for the first time. A tall, shy girl, mostly arms and logs 
and long braida, a-contralto voice and unlimited enthusi- 
asm, I came to sing in the Harmonia Chorus. This chorus 
held its rehearsals’ in the Unitarian Church for man 
years, The beautiful windows in Unity Hall aro a witt 
from the Harmonie Socicty, 

In the old church there was a good sized platform on 
the enxt side of the room back of the church proper, Here, 
in this room the social life of the church centered, Shere 
Was a square piano near the platform. It is still in the 
dining, room, Well do T remember tho very first time wa 
heard mechanteal musie. It was quite an event! We all 
assembled in the little back room, while somo enterprising 
spirit had secured the loan ofthe latest astonishing: scien- 
tile discovery, It ewax an Edison Gramaphone, big horn 
attached, and we were tremendously impressed, hearing 
reproductions of fumiline musical selections by way of 
some rather seratchy records, 

In this back room Prof, Theodore Cramer, tall, dignl- 
fled and aristocratic, directed our chorus rehearsals, Prof, 
Cramer, a splendid musician, was in charge of the musie 
for the services and it was surprising what lovely music 
his fingers coaxed from the little, rickety organ then in 
use. While servings my apprenticeship with the chorus, 
Mrs. John ©, Bills, then the contralto of the quartet choir, 
became Indisposed and Prof, Cramer asked mo to take her 
place, Fortunately I knew Prof. Cramer since my child- 
hood days, for he and his mother were family frionda, 
But even after long acquaintance, I was always much im- 
pressed and awed by Prof. Cramer's personality, his 
reserve and dignity, intensified by his apparel, always 
immaculate, consisting of a Prince Albert coat, black bow 
lic, striped trousers and aw high silk hat. It seemed very 
high to me, 

The choir at that. time was composed of Miss attio 
Fay, soprano; Mr. Knappe, tenor; Mrs, Bills, alto, and 
Mr. Hugo Braunlich, fathor of Mrs. Gude and grandfather 
of our Dr, George Brauniich, basso, with Prof. Cramer at 
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the eran. So when Prof. Cramer axked hic, B Treen 
yours: Upstart, fo join these seasoned veteran choir singers, 
Powas iach tervitied bat 1 shall never forget their Krent 
Kindness to me. From then on my activity in the cholr 
beau and lasted for many years, 

Reeause of my musical netivities, so many of my 
Jmpressions ond reminiscences would deal with personalie 
fies nad happenings along that line But above all there 
Was the gadding spirit and influence of our beloved Mr. 
Judy. whose understunding sympathy, gave us all courage 
and enthusiasm, It was due to Ma. Judy's love of musie 
and his ciVorts, that the Spierving String Quartet appeared 
here in Davenport, 

T cannot describe the joy and prido when wo had our 
Arst service in the new ehureh. The rickety organ had 
been replaced, but we still depended on a “hand pumped 
power” and so, on one memorable occasion when the choir 
Was takings a long breath to bezin the anthem, there was 
no sound from the organ, only a gentle snore, Our organ 
pumper had yone to sleep. During the time when Lillie 
Stibolt Hanssen, Wallace Moody, Louis Susenmiehl and I 
with Pauling Dittman as organist, sang together for seve 
eral years, the young people of the church presented seve 
eral operettias and the choir at one time grave the entire 
second net from the opera Martha, including the famous 
Spinning Wheel quartet and the lovely “Good Night.” 


Lillio Stibolt Hanssen, our soprano, had no more idea 
of being on time for rehearsals than a butterfly and oh— 
how often we wailed and waited, Then she came, sang 
like an angel and all was forgiven, 

Among other mombers of the choir during recent years 
were Meta Lerch, Amalia Schmidt Gobble, Bert Lovett and 
Daniel Webster, Our old friends Web Mason, and his 
sister: Marion, now Mas, Grilk, Lou Marks, Hum Hans- 
sen, were a few of the particularly bright shining stars 
who helped make the presentation of our operettas such 
AQ SUCCORS, 

Tho operetta Princess Bonney still lingers in our mem- 
ory. Unity Hall was the scene of much gayety and musical 
clort of preat merit. 

Some years after we had our new chureh, the Mason 
family had the organ rebuilt, tone and volume was much 
improved and there was no more need of a pumper,—we 
Just pressed a button, Our good friend Mis. Mathilde 
Kochler then came forward and all the lovely wood scroll 
work around the organ was her gift to the church. The 
renorosity of Mrs. Koehler and of the Mason family meant 
much to all of us, 


Tho loving kindnoss, warm friendship and loyalty of 
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the members, ix one of my moxt cherished remembrances, 
I could nee my dear friends come down the center aisle of 
the church on Sunday mornings. To the left, occupying 
one of the front pews, | think the second or third row, sat 
Mr. and Mra, John TL. Maron, parents of our Mr, Webster 
Mexon and Mrs, Grilk, Mr. Manon, slight, grey hatred 
and dignified and Mrs. Mason, dainty as na Dresden fgrure, 
sriving ail of us a smile. Mra. Mason's handiwork was 
renowned and much vought afler ab the Christina nie, 
And right near the Mason’s xnt Major and Mrs. Marks 
and the Morton Marks. Grace Marks was many years the 
wine und faithful president of the Lend-A-land Club, 
Krom my place in the choir T could look into their faces— 
the faces of all our good friends---the Deckers, Mr, and 
Mrs, John ©, Billa; sweet Mra. Billa for many yenrs tho 
president of the Harmonie Society, never failed to give 
some praise to the choir, Our good friends, Mr. and Mrs, 
seattic wtill occupy tne same pew, F believe, They often 
axked for the contralto solo—“Bul the Lord ix mindful of 
his own” from St. Paul. It was a joy to sing for them. 


Over near the center of the church sat the Wubbels, 
the Valentines, Goulds, Wheelers, Hf. IL Wills, Maria Purdy 
Peck, first president of the Davenport Woman's Club— 
und our seood friends the Bollingers. 1 would see tho 
Vrestons come down the aislg, Charles Whitakers, Mrs, 
Brayton and the Ilazens, the Perrys and Shories. The 
elder Shorcy a member of the choir in the carly days, 
and the rank L, Smarts. 


The library of the church is a gift from Judgo and 
Mrs. Nathaniel Freneh, in memory of Robert French, Who 
would not remember Clara Holmes, blessed with ai grtft 
of humor, who in Jater years resided in Massachusetts and 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. F*. Winecke. and their zenerous gift to 
the church. Mr. and Mra. Cornelius Brown, Mrs, Brown 
active in the church’ and in the Harmonie Society as its 
ong time president, The Kunkels, Palk and Lamp families 
and Mrs. Brockett, who in the early days enng in tho 
choir. Fanny Mrench was always interested and then we 
have, I believe, our oldest member, our beloved and 
respected Mrama Goos, There wero the Huchotters, the 
Henighaums, the Micke family, Mr. and Mrs, G, I. Iin- 
richs, Mrs. Nolte and the Adelbert Riepe families, These 
are just a few of our old members whose loyalty, idealism 
and unselfish efforts laid the foundation to all this church 
glands for today. To the younger gencration, I can only 
say “Carry On,” 


Oh years, gone down into tho past, 

What pleasant memorics come to mo of your 
untroubled days of peace and hours almost of 
ecutusy. 
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THE BEGUINNINGS 
By Dr. Charles BE. Snyder 


When a man approrches the job of preparing tho his- 
tory of a church there are threo alternatives: before him, 
Te miny write the story of events year by year and there- 
by write a hook of several hundred pages; or he may 
review the outstanding alairs of the ehuveh and produce 
only a skeleton story, or he may devote himself to a few 
years in just one period. It is that last method that I 
have atlempted., In the next few minutes, in other words, 
Lam going to give you only the frst few years of the 
history of the church. There are no official records of 
those first fow years left; they were lost yenrs ago. I have 
had to depend on old newspaper files and ether sourves for 
the most of this information, In doing this, of course, I 
am trying to present some of the events of the very early 
part of the church history and of some of the earliest 
church leaders. When T have dong that there are going 
to be a good many that are left out. 


On the 28th of June, IRGS, this organization was begun 
following two sermons preached by Dy. Robert Laird Col- 
lier of Chivago. That was not the tirst attempt, The Rev. 
1. Be Porbush as enrly as 1846 made a survey, but he 
didn't preach, In 1865 the Rev, Thomas LL. Eliot eame up 
from St. Louis and preached. — Mliot was the soa of 
the Rev. Wn. Greenleaf Mliot, the first minister of the 
Church of the Messiah in St. Louis and yrandfather of 
Di. redeviek M, Mliot, now president of the American 
Unitarian Association, Thomas lot in 1866 went to 
Portland, Oregon, to establish a chureh there, Tn 1865 he 
preached here but nothing eame of that. In 1867 the Rev, 
S.S. Honting enme from Quiney and preached here. fle 
was 4 friend of De D.C. Roundy, who, with W. H, Holnes, 
had organized a study class, and it seems that it was from 
this class that the invitation went to Dr, Colliery to preach 
in June of 1868, ] suspect that he answered with seme 
eagerness for he was not a stranger to Davenport. He 
had been the minister of the bth St. Methodist Church in 
ISH nnd 18H9. The building in whieh that Methodist con- 
gremation met still stands at the northeast corner of Fifth 
and Brady streets. In 1868 he was in Chicago, the min- 
ister of the Church of the Messiah, now known as the 
Virst Unitarian Chureh in Chicago. 


Robert Laird Collier was ono of tho prominent members 
of the Unitarian denomination, He was born in Maryland 
and grew up among Methodists in which chureh he entered 
{he ministry, first in Lowell, Mass, and then he came to the 
West. Ho transferred to tho Unitarian Church during the 
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period of the Civil War and Lecame preacher of the Church 
of Mewsainh in Chieayo in VG, coming from New Brunse 
Wick, Na ols fol Dr. Collicr and his wife were proutly 
beloved in Chicago and afler her death in S72, a tribute 
Was placed Gn the record book to Mrs, Colliers and “it was 
voted that the chapel of the new Chureh of the Meaniah: be 
built as a memorial chapel to Mary Priee Collier.’ She was 
a daughler of Miran Uriee who had come from Ponnsyl- 
Vania in 1840 to Davenport to grow up with the Jittle fron. 
ther Lown to prominence and position. Tle wan elected to 
Congress five Limes from this lowa distriet. He was a leader 
in the construction of the Mississippi and Missouri Rail- 
road went out of Davenport and he was active in many 
kinds of organizations, church, civie, anu! otherwise in this 
city. Laird Collier end Mary Price were married at the Sth 
St. Church on Monday the i3th of December, 1868, with 
the Rev. Landon Taylor, a former presiding elder in. this 
district and Methodixt missionary to the western part of 
Jowa, officiating. Mary's sister Anna had enrlier married 
John J, Dillon, known widely as one of the most brilliant 
minds (hab have ever resided in Davenport, ‘Tho monu- 
ment which stands in the street opposile the Lend-A-LHand 
Club was creetod by Judge Dillon to the memory of his 
wife after her tragic death in a shipwreck, 


One can rather imagine the interest in the elly when ft 
became known through the public press that Mary Price’s 
husband was coming back to preach Unitarian sermons on 
that June Sunday. The Burtis Opera House was pretty 
well filled to hear hima. He preached two sermons, ‘THES 
GAZHTT reported on Monday, dune 20th, Chat steps were 
taken toward organization of a church following the even- 
ing sermon, “Among the prominent names of those pres- 
ent were: Dr, i. HL. Barrows, Judge A. TL Bennett, John 
J, Collin, J. W. Guiteau, J. Galligan, I. AL Day, 1H. Dar- 
lington, Daniel Gould and A. Kimball. A ecominittee of 
five was requested to consider furtner sleps in the organs 
ization. The chair appointed Messrs, Darlingglon, Galligan, 
A. Kimball, W. A. Kemington, and De. D, C, Roundy as 
such committee.” 

“The assemblage then adjourned until Tuesday evening 
at 8 o'clock when the meeting will be held in the Musie 
Hall of the Opera House to hear the report of the commit- 
tee. Dr. Collier offered articles as a basis of organization, 
Sixty-tbree men and women ‘indicated ua desire to become 
members of the proposed new church.” 

The mecting was held on Tuesday evening. According 
to the Gazetlo of Wednesday, July lst, a large numbor of 
persons were in allendance. Tho Honorable A. IL Bennett 
was called to preside and Moward Darlington was chosen 
scerctary. 
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“The following yventlenien were cloctead as a Roard of 
Tructees: AJ TE Bonnett, Howard Darlington, John Galle 
xan, Dr DP. CO. Roundy, A. Kisnball On comuttees af 
Membership, Finnnee and Sunday School, the following 
were appointed: J. W. Guitesu, B.A. Day, John M. Dunn, 
JOS. Drake, John LL. Cofin, Mery Baumer, Mer. My K. Parks, 
Dr. Roundy, Miss Day Trish, Mrs. Roundy, and Miss Clara 
Holmes. Twenty-eight ladies and gentlomen subscribed 
to the articles of the association,” 


These were the first names of the Unitarian organiza- 
tion in Davenport. TL have asked a jcood many people whe 
have Eved in Davenport all their lives what they knew 
about these early Unitarian; and, alas, I have found that 
they were generally forgotten, Only here and there would 
ono of the names arouse a memory. Consequently T set 
oul to find out what T could about them, 


Judge A. TL Bennett had come out frem New Hamp. 
shire in T8463 he was a lawyer who had practiced in Lan- 
caster in that State, To was fifty years old when he enme 
to Davenport. Soon after he ename here he serval briefly 
as districh judge so well that when he retired from the 
bench his colleagues gave him an unusual tribute. He was 
Mayor in 1872 and under his administration the city water 
works was inaugurated and the city market built in Dave 
cnport, THe lived on ith street nenv Towa. He died in 
1880 leaving a wife and family of ten children of whom 1 
think none ig living new, 


Dr 2. GO. Roundy was a practicing physician. T ean 
find nothing about him earlier than IS68 except that he 
had served in the Union Army where ho became a ciose 
friend of the Rev, SoS. Taunting. ile had his office on the 
southeast corner of 4th and Main and he lived, in 1868, 
on Fourth near Yarrison. There were two sons in the 
Roundy family, one of whom Hved in Davenport until his 
recent death, Dir. Roundy continued as a source of energy 
and active leadership in the new church organization for 
several years, or until his death, 


Howard Darlington was in the grain business; his 
home was on Brady near 14th. John Galligan was the 
loval agent of the United States Mxpress Company, He 
lived st the northwest corner of Perry and Ith streets, 
probably in the house now standing there in which the 
Into Mrs. Dueser spent her last years. A. Kimball was 
superintendent of the Rock Island Railroad. In 1868 he 
lived at tho Burtis House. His son, William Kimball, a 
Civil Hnyincor, still lives here, and a daughter, Miss Alice 
Kimball, resides in the East. 


Tho name of J. W. Guiteau intrigued mo. I had heard 
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that the brother ef Charles J, Guitean, who ahot Preatdent 
Jamen A. Garfield on July 2, VEST, had at one time lived 
in Davenport, but Teouldn’t tnd out anything: very definite 
boul it except that the old newspapers of the period of 
which we are speaking carried large advertisements of his 
Insurance budnesws, Then suddenly thove advertisements 
disappeared, There were nome traditions about hin but 
nothing very definite.  Agnin the old newspaper floes 
heiped out, Going back to that July of 1881 when there 
was much excitement over the shooting of the President, 
I found in the Davenport Democrat, the story of our J. W. 
Guitenu. The family were residents of Freeport, Mlinois. 
John W. Guitcau, Jn, came to Davenport in 18660 and 
practiced Jaw here until 1463. Then he entered the insure 
ance business with the New York Mutual Life Company. 
He apparently made a big success of that and In 1869 the 
company transferred him to Chicago, and soon after to 


Boston where he lived when his unfortunate brother sue- . 


cumbed to his twisted mind and fired that fateful shot, in 
the railroad station in Washington, Teneo it seems that 
J. W. Guitenn was sumociated with our church for only 
about a year but he seems to have been aclive during: that 
time, Jn 1859 he married in Davenport, a sister of James 
N. Tyner who wasn a member of the Congress from Indi- 
ana, Voxtmaster General in Preaideat Grant's cabinet, and 
Assistant Postmaster General at the thine that his brother 
in-law’s brother shot the President, 


J. W., Guileau seemed to move around a great deal 
while he lived in Davenport, Almost every directory lists 
him ina diferent place of residence, In 1861 he lived on 
With street between Rock Tsland and lowa, In 1867 he 
lived at Verry and 4th and in 1868 he hourded at the New. 
comb House, which was the former LeClaire Hotel where 
the Putnam buildings ix now. There is an interesting thread 
of relationship in thiy Guitenu story, There was a sistor 
in the family who married, in Freeport, a lawyer, That 
lawyer become one of the defending counsel for his crazed 
_ brother-in-law charged with the murder of President Gar- 
field. The minister who marricd the Guiteau girl to her 
Jawyer hushand was the father of our Harry I, Downer. 


BE. A. Day was a member of the firm of Luse and Day 
printers, with their place of busineas at 4th and Rock 
Inland. He lived on the northwest corner of lowa and 
11th streets. There was 9 son George in that family who 
worked for the Rock Island Railroad Company but later 
went to Worcester, Mussachuselts. John M. Dunn was a 
house painter who lived at 8th and Western, Mr. and 
Mrs. Vunn were English people who brought with them 
from the old country different things affectionately held in 
their furmily. Among thom was a littlo old Bible bound in 


8 


enlico whfeh is now in the Mnasonfe Library in Cedar 
Rapids, Mra. Corn Tloek has xome amall old photographs 
of Mronnmd Mes. Dunn, J. 5. Drake was the local editer 
oC the Democrat who wrote the story of the tlrst meeting 
for Liat paper Tle was a neweomer in Davenport whose 
enthusinsan for the new Unitarian movement exrvied him 
into eloquence dn that article. ‘The tradition is that the 
article stirred up a pretty warn discussion in the news- 
paper office, where one of the proprietors looked on tt 
wilh orthodox criticism, and the other took a newspaper. 
man's view that it was news, Drake's article was printed. 
He lived at the time at tha Neweomb House, Jolin i, 
Coffin was in the real estate business, We lived at (he Bur- 
tis House. John TH. Baamer was a member of the firm of 
Liverright and Baumer, wholesale dealers in liquors, Ue 
lived at Cho southwest corner of Harcison and 9th. MLO. 
Parks was a member of the grocery firm of Parks and 
Hosmer on the southeast corner of 4th and Brady, appa- 
reully where a large filling station now stands. Mr, Parks 
lived al the southwest corner of Main and Clay, 


“The corner of Main and Clay streets” is a confusing 
term. Those streets are about a mile apart and they have 
ne meeting place, LP wondered how it eame about that anys 
body lived at such a location until U discovered an old map 
of the city made at about the same time as that of which 
we are speakiyz, which indicates that the streets between 
Harrison and Vrady now numbered from 11th to sth, 
were then named streets. West 11th street was College 
avenue, West 12th street was College street, and so on 
until the present 8th street was Clay. The present Clay 
street was also on the map. Among these short named 
streets West 17th was entled CeClaire and West 15th was 
called Mim, but the present LeClaire and Elm streets were 
also in existence. It must have been a bit dimeult for 
strangers to find their way areund in the city of Daven- 
port in 1868. 


Der. WH. Barrows was a native of Vermont who came 
to Rockingham in 1886, Te was the fivst physician to 
settle in this netghborhood. In his reminiscences he says 
that he was the only doctor between Dubuque and Burling- 
ton and between tho Mississippi River and the Pacific 
Oceun, d 


He also tells an interesting story of a eall to the house 
of Antoine LeClaire in the fall of 1856 for a consultation 
with tho army surgeon from Fort Armstrong, The army 
man was in a hurry to get away for tho house warning 
ball of the new Davenport Hotel at the corner of Pront 
and Ripley streets which was to be opened under the man- 
agorship of a man-named Powers, Dr, Barrows and the 
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other phycician dianyreed aa to the dingnosis, LaeClatre 
finally told the other fellow te vo on and let Barrows treat 
him. He pulled LeClaire through an attack of inflamma. 
tory rheumatiom and gol a bie fee for it, When Rock 
ingham petered out following Davenport's victory in the 
county seat contest, Dro Barrows moved up hero, He 
Jater built the large house with the Grecinn portico at the 
northwest corner of 6th and Pershing where ho lived until 
his death In March of 1892 ut the ago of 93 Yours, 


Daniel Gould was a furniture dealer who lived on west 
7th street, near Western avenue. There were two daurh- 
ters in the family, Mary who became Mra. Wing and Milen 
who became one of the moxt active of tho pillars of this 
church, It was sho who held things togethor, particularly 
the Sunday School, during the period of 1878 to 188E when 
there was no minister. She uflerwards went lo Cambridge, 
Mass. Mr, Gould served for a long time on the School 
soard of which he was president for sevoral years and 
treasurer for several other yours, 


There was a Dr. Delila, or Delia, S. Irish who lived on 
Brady street near im (the present West 15th street). 
I can find Jitle about her exeept that she had recently 
come from New York State and that she died In 1878 at 
the age of 36, Among the early Sunday School pupils was 
a Miss rankie Trish whom I assume to have been a sister, 
W. IL. Holmes lived on the river road, oulside of the city 
Jimits, and ix not Jixted in the directory. Mr, and Mrs. 
Holmes had an only daughter, Miss Clarn Holmes. Mrs, 
Holmes was an invalid but Mr. Holmes and the daughter 
were among the real sources of eneryy and of leadership 
in the congregation. Miss Clara Lolmes ig remembered 
by the older members of our present society as one of the 
most carnest and dependable workers of a generation and 
more ayo, Her last residence in Davenport was in the 
Fejervary apartments, She moved Mast carly in the pres- 
ent century where she died about 1934, 


In 1868 Davenport had a population of about 22,000 
and it was tho largest city in Iowa in those days. Des 
Moines had been started as an army fort about 1840 and 
had been raade the capital in 1848; but it was still not 
much more thun a frontier village in 1868. Sioux Cily was 
only fourteen years old and had not got out of the village 
class. Davenport was tho promising city of Jowa. Still it 
was a small community and people talked a good deal 
about new avents and occasions, he organization of a 
new church following the presence of Rev. Robert Laird 
Collicr stirred up a good deal of argument, That story in 
the Democrat of Monday, June 29, 1868, provoked discus- 
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xion ubeut town na it had in the newspaper office, One or 
two paragrapha from the stocy will indieato one reason 
why people would talk nbout it. 


“Ag announeed, the Rev. Robert Laird Collier, of Chi- 
cyto, prenehed fon large and appreciative andionce yester> 
day in the Burtis Opera House. Probably no new religious 
movement ever met with such faver, or as large an audi- 
ence ever assembled in (his city for such a purpose, as that 
of yesterday, ‘There are in this city a linge number of 
our Most influential citizens, of Christian character, meme 
bers of chuvehes and otherwise, who are daring to think 
for themselves in religious matters, and who will give this 
movement their hearty support, at least, such were the ine 
dications yesterday, There has been a desire on the part 
of many for some time past to organize x Liberal church, 
but this is the first well directal effort that has been made, 


Dr. Collier has chanyed greatly since he left this city, 
nol only in religious views, but in atyle and manner of 
presenlingy his subject. Tle speaks with a subdued enrnest- 
Hess, and presents his subject ina clear forcible manner, 
with words of no equivocal meaning, or with mystifying 
fiyrures of rhetovig; but plain and straight forward, he 
ntvikes the key-nole of popular feelin, upsetting ald theo- 
rick and overturning old dogmas and ereeds, Broad and 
liberal in his views, granting to others what he claims for 
himself, ho takes the Bible as a record of inspiration and 
not an inspired record. Ilo reads it in the light of reason 
and judgment and interprets it with common sense, 


The sermon yesterday afternoon was purely doctrinal, 
ul nonotheloss interesting, He took for his subject, “The 
Creed of the Liberal Church,” speaking from the text, 
“Making the word of none eeet through tradition.” Mark 
7:18, 


At. 8 o'clock the Opera House was again filled to overs 
flowing. The sermon was entirely different from that of 
the afternoon, yet nonetheless powerful and effective, The 
subject was the “Nobleness of Truth,” the text being, 
“And yo shall know tho truth, the truth shall make you 
free.” John 8:32, 


It ix quite evident from the various discussions that we 
have heard during the day that this movement will meet 
with some opposition, and that, too, from men who pro- 
fess to be educated, and students of theology, Yet a largo 
majority of our well-informed, independent, thinking men 
who have given such matters the least possible thought 
Will assist, even if they do not take an active part, Many 
will doubtless hold up thoiy hands in horror at the thought 
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that the faith of their childhood must thins dacs invaded, nid 
that old Chinges must be dixturbed and made to yive place 
to the imore beautiful, gonial, soul-inspoday truths of a 
belief more in accordance wilh reason and natures yet, if 
they would be happy in their creeds and dons, if they 
would be wire when ignorance is bliss they must keep 
Gear of the field of dincussion--and believe as "tly wrilton 
and ax they were taught.” 

Following Chat cnbhusiaslic start meetings seemed to 
have contiaued duringg the summer for Sunday, duly P2th, 
the Kev, C. A. Staples, who then represented the American 
Unitarian Association in Lhe west district, preached in the 
Lurtis Opera House; and on Sunday, July Loth, the papers 
aunouneed that Dr. Coliler was to return for Lwo services. 
The Democrat said on Monday, July 20th, of Collier's ser. 
mon, “The sermon in the Opera House yesterday uflere 
noon by Jtev. it. J. Collier of Chicago wan itn nitended, 
In upile of the heat and gencral inclination lo stay home 
the number who assembled to hear this minister was 
large and comprised muny of our leading citizens, The 
choir composed of Ming lhowee, Mra, Drackel, Mesira, Jones 
and Winkless furnished excellent music with Mr. Burr 
officiating as orsanist.” 

Vor July 26th, the Rev. W. S. Haywood of Boxton was 
announced, bul there was no follow up story. On August 
Znd the Rev. W. W. King of Dex Moines was tho preacher. 
August Ytn there was no seryiec, August 16th the Rev. 


Mr, McDaniel» of Brighton, Mass, was the preacher, On - 


Ausrust 23rd the Kev. I’. i. Kiltridge was announced. Then 
for the following four Sundays IT find no announcements, 
For Seplember 27th, the Rev, Nathanael Seaver of Boston 
came and he preached for that Sunday and the following 
one which was October 4th. On Friday, October Oth, L find 
the following newspaper paragraph; 


“The First Unitarian Society of thin cily have extended 
wu call Lo Rev. Me. Seaver of Boston who hus oceupied tho 
desk during the last four weeks. Mr. Seaver left for 
Boston on Tuesday bat it ig understood that he will return 
in the course of uw fortnisht with his family. Jlis salary 
at present is $1,500.00. Mr. Seaver is a young man, Lis 
abilities ere naturally of a high order. He is a graduate 
of Harvard, we believe, and has had several years of pul- 
pit experience. He has an urmy record having served 
with credit in Virginia throughout the war. Ie will be 
warmly welcomed to a home in our midst.” 


Mr, Seaver accepted the call at a salary of $1,500.00 
- year. Je then went Kast to gather up his family and 
is ood and came back to begin his work in November, 
a work that was to last for five years of stupendous 
achievement over grave difficultics, 
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The Rev. Nathannel Seaver was born Apri) 22, 9836, 
In Poston, (he son of Nathanael amt Ann dane (Codmiun) 
Seaver, whe dater were members of the Church of Our 
Wither in Mast Boston, As a young man in this chuwh, 
nnd later, under the preaching: of Dr. W. G. Eliot of St. 
Louis, Mo. he fotmd the inspiration (int directed his steps 
toward the Unituriin ministry, for whieh he prepared hime 
relfoat Mendville and then oat aarvard Divinity Sehool, 
rraduating there with the elass of ied, After his yradu. 
rtion he served several months with the United States 
Sanitary Commission, at Winehester, Va. In 1865 he mare 
rial Marietla M. White of Littleton, Mass, 


Afler a brief pastornto at Walpole, N. IL, he cavirht 
the spirl of missionary enthusiasm and removed to Dave 
anport, lowa, Where he established upon a firm foundation 
the [first Unitarian Society and helped build its) first 
chapel, Here he remained five years, Pastorates followed 


ul Harrison Square, Melrose, Seituate, Marshiield, Temples. 


ton, Leicester and Piltsticld, all in Massachusetts. In each 
plave, he, like many another devoted Christian minister, 
supplemented hia chureh work with zealous oforts for tho 
betterment of the community at large. In 1904 he retired 
from the active ministry, and dived at his old homo in 
Scituate, He died in 1919, 


The young society fell on ditleult times, even during 
the period between Mr. Seaver’s election and his return to 
take Up his residence here, The hall expenses piled up un- 
expectedly. A bill for two hundred dollars a Sunday was 
presented, The proprietor bad subseribed $250.00 to the 
support of the chureh but when he was asked for payment 
he explained that the subseription was intended to apply 
as a diseount on the rent. ‘The $1,200.00 that had been sub 
scribed by the time of Scaver’s election shrank badly, The 
trustees sent him a statement of this unfortunate efreum- 
stance and sugested Chat perhaps he would rather not 
come under these conditions, He took the chanee, how. 
ever, for he had vowed he was going to build a church in 
the west. 


The conyreyation moved to the lower hall in the Opera 
House which they pot for $8.00 n Sunday, Mr. and Mrs, 
Seaver moved into rooms and began housekeeping where 
(hey had proposed to store their furniture. 1t was a dark 
Winter for the little group but they weathered it with the 
help of a cheek for $250.00 from the American Unitarian 
Association. In the spring of 1869 they got permission 
to use the Council Chamber in the City Hall, which was 
then located on the west side of Brady strect between 
Fifth and Sixth, where the Oxford apartments now stand. 
They wero given permission to use the room at vory low 
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rent and they stayed there far about two yenurs, In spile 
of the dirt that necumulated through the nesdeet of the 
janitor, and Jn «pile of the faet that their boolas disap 
peared, and in spite of a lot of other difliculies, the cone 
yregation increased and the confidences of the people grew 
immensely, ‘There had come to Davenport Mr We di. 
Skinner, a Unitarian from Wisconsin, Te was quickly 
made the treasurer of the new group and he brought to 
that office a slill and technique that helped a lot. Mr, 
Skinner afterward moved to North Dakota where he lived 
until his death. 


The faith of the socicly grew so Jarge that the mom- 
bers soon bezan to plan a new ehureh, They gavo fairs, 
the first onc of which wan in the winter of 1KG9, and they 
found other ways of raising) money until they could buy 
the prevent lot, which according to the then naming of 
streets was at Ninth and Verry. Articles of Incorporation 
were filed February 16, 1871, with Dr. D.C, Roundy, M, K. 
Park, i. A. Day, John ©, Hills, IL C. i. Jensen, George 
C. Hubbell, Georve I. French, “with others,” were made 
the incurporators, the first five named being: Lrustees, This 


introduces us to the Bills, the Jlubbell and the I*rench 
~ families, On Wehruary 10, 187), the new church was dedi- 
| eated at a cont of lot and buildingg of about $6,200.00, of 


which about $400.00 remained unpaid, Mr, Seaver had col- 


» Jected about a thousand dollars from friends in the last, 
', $600.00 had come from the American Unitarian Associa- 


tion, the rest had been raised among the members of the 
congregation and their friends und through their affairs 
und other functions, 


It was fitting that Dr, Collicr should be asked to 
preach the dedication sermon, After that sermon Mr, 
George HL. French gave a hundred dollars Lowards tho ean- 
eellution of the debt. Dr. Collier brought a cheek for 
$260.00 from members of his church in Chicago to bo used 
for the purchase of a Sunday School Library. 


In 1878 the huildinge was raised and a dining reom and 
kitchen were installed in the basement; and a Sunday 
School roo added ab the west end of the building. In 
1897 a second addition, 23 feet by 24 feet, was buill, mak- 
ing space for a kilchen and parlor upstairs. Tho present 
building was dedicated January 30, 1898, with the Rev. 
Mary A. Salford of Sioux Cily preaching the dedicatory 
vermon. Unity Hall was dedicated with a sermon by the 
Rev. Jenkin Loyd Jones of Chicago on Irebruavy 2, 1898. 
Kor the dedicuatory service the Rov, Frederick I. Losmer, 
D.D., a close friend of Mr. Judy wrote & hymna which ought 


tw be preserved in this record. 
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Except thou, Lord, our work austain, 
Wo build and Jabor but In vaing 
Still to our calling: hold us true, 

And in us work to will and do. 


Amid our daily toil aad enre 

Ro this to all a house of prayer,— 
Of higher thought and holier mood, 
Of larger faith and brotherhood.’ 


Here may our souls communion hold 

With prophets and with saints of old 
Hero life in vaster measure seq, ‘ 
Time-shadows of elernity. 


Thy Presence in each heart abide 

To cheer, to strengthen and to puide; 
And while we servo in glad accord, 
MWstablish thou our work, O Lord! 


Tho oarly membership roll is lost, of course, with all of 
the other records, I don’t kuow how many mombers there 
were during: those first two or three years, There were 
25 signers on that first evening of June 20, 1868, some of 
Whose names heave already been read. But there were 
some others at those first meetings of whom we may be: 
very sure that their interests and their loyalties were 
written into the beginnings. There were John TL. Mason, 
and Mrs, Mason, Mr. and Mrs. Mason came from Canada 
in 1866. Their first’ home was at the northwest corner 
of 14th and Farnam where they lived out on the edge of 
town surrounded by woods. In L868 they lived at 4th and 
Farnam streets. Mr. Mason’s generous spirit helped over 
many a hard time, both with his Quancial assistance and 
with his unfailing hope and confidence. It was he who 
made possible the purchase of the ergan in 1820 whe it 
was bought in Cedar Rapids and also made possible its 
later rebuilding in 1914. The history of this church would 
have been very dificult down all tho years had it not been 
for the Mason family even until this day. There were Mr. 
and Mrs, G. W. Valentine, They had come out from Ohio 
some fow yoars previous, Mr. Valentine was of the firm 
of Noe and Valentine, brick masons ut Harrison near 11th, 
The Valentines lived on Clay ‘street, two doors cast of 
Main next door to where Mrs. LL. H. Valentine and Mrs. 
Hayes now live. Hero also we havo the fourth generation 
represonted In Jano Hayos Johnson who earries on the 
family Unitarian tradition, Thoro were Mr. and Mrs. 
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John CG. Bills who lived on Perry street diagonally across 
from the present church site, Mr, Billa was a native of 
New York Stato who practiced law in Budlalo and cane 
to Davenport in 1856 when he was thirly-two years old, 
Ie became one of the ablest and mont prominent lawyers 
of this State. He nerved three times as Mayor of the city; 
was aluo an member of the State Senate, and was a civic 
leader in every sense of the term. THe died in 1807, Mrs. 
Billy dnvented her interest and hor enorgy and ber loyalty 
in the Ladies’ Workinyr Society, in the Sunday School, and 
in the choir for many years. ‘They had no children, 


There was the J. G. Shorey family. Mr. Shorey bad 
come out from Lowell, Mass. Ie was a manufacturer of 
yumps, located at Third and Main e#treets, That family 
ieee been with us down all these yenra effectively and 
loyally. The latest member of it is Yittle Miss Linda Lee 


Shorey, a gereat, grand-daughter who came into our Junior 


Church this fall at the ase of three. Mr. and Mrs. George 
JI. French were there at or near the beginning, They were 
natives of Massachusetts who came to Davenport in 1856, 
Mr. French was a brother-in-law of Bishop Leo of the 
newly created diocese of Lowa, The Fronchy started as 
Kpixcopalians but their religious thoughts changed nnd 
they became builders of Unitarianism in this city. Mrs, 
French was Miss Francis Wood Morton whose father was 
twice elected Governor of Massachuselts in the decade of 
the 1840's. They were a famous family in Davenport; it 
ix not necessary to xpeak Lo Davenport people of Judge 
Nathaniel french, or the daughter Miss Alice who became 
fumous ax “Octave Thanet,” or of the son Robert whose 
tragic early death cub off a promising life, and to whom 
our church door library is a memorial, In 1868 they lived 
in what we know ag “The Drew House,” at Pershing: and 
Fifth. There were Mr. and Mrs. George i. Hubbell whose 
fumily have left an impress upon the history of this church 
down into very recent years. Mr. Hubbeil was a native of 
Connecticut, a graduate of Yale, who cume lo Davenport 
in 1853 and finally became the oldest continuous practi- 
tioner at the Davenport bar, He was in practico fifty- 
six years. The Hubbells lived at Iowa and Sixth sbhreets. 
Only recently huve the descendants of Mr. and Mrs, Hub- 
bell left us through the death of Charles IL. Hubbell and 
hix wife, both of whom have passed away in tho last three 
years, and in the removal of Dorothy Iubbell Skelley from 
Davenport, ull of whom left fond memories and placos 
that we aro unablo to fill. 


If. C. F. Jensen was an attorney who lived at Brady 
near Clay (W. 18th). I havo been unablo to find any- 
thing clse about him. Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Brown wero lead- 
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ors actively at work in tho young orpanization for many 
years. They hind come from Philadelphia and in 1868 they 
were Living on the east side of Pershing avenue (hen Rock 
Indand street) between Third and Fourth streets, There 
wero five children in the family who grew up in the Uni- 
tarian Church, one of them Ben, being now a resident of 
Chienyro, Mr. Rrown was na secretary at the Arsenal, and 
he also served for many yearks us secretary of the Scot- 
fish Rito Masonie bodies. Mrs. Brown was one of the 
dependable persons in the women’s work in the chureh and 
In the Sunday School, The story is told of one of their 
little grand-daughters whe was exhorted by her exasper- 
nted tencher to ask God to make her a better girk The 
gnswer was quick, “Ll dids Loamet him this morning and 
asked him to do so and Ho said that he was doing tho best 
hoe could.” 


Major M. T.. Marks, who was for many years in the 
wholosale grocery business in Davenport, Hved in I868 at 
the northeast corner of Fifth and Western avenue, Later 
the Marks family lived for many years in the second house 
novth of the Edwards Congregational Church, All ef the 
Marks, young and old, were stvonjly active in the various 
erpanizations of the church, W. A. Remington was a 
merehant tnilor with his shop at No. 8 W. Second, and his 
residences at Sixth and Towa. H. B. Wheeler was in the 
feed business. According to tho direvtory in. 1860 the 
Wheelers lived on “Perry street, north of 1th.” Mr, and 
Mrs. Charles Whitaker were southern people who had lost 
the family property during the Civil War and had moved 
north at the close of the war. They lived at 10th and 
Town in the honse later owned and oceupied by Miss Alice 
French, Afterward they returned to the seuth and then 
moved to New York, Thero is one son, Spear Whittaker, 
still living, ; 


Mc: aril Mra, S.A. Churchill dived enotnmaametete: 


opposite St. Kathprine's school, At the time of “Tho Big 
Fire” that destroyed everything in the region of Lindsay 
Park and over a vonsiderable aren north of that, their 
homo was burned up. While the fire was raging they did 
not seem to realize the danger to themselves and Mr. John 
L. Mason cane with his horse and buggy to take them 
out of tho danger area, Mr. Judy lived with the Churchills 
for a time beforg he was married as ho also did with the 
Whilakor family. Mrs, Churchill afterward lived with the 
Rollingers and she died in the house at Arlington and 
Kirkwood, noxt to the present Arlington Grocery build- 
ing where our friends the Murphys preside, 


My. and Mrs. C, W. Strong in 1868 lived at 5th and 
Perry, later at 8th and Perry, and still later in the 800 
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block on Tremont, where Mra, Strong: died as recently na 
1091. Mr. Strong was a bookkeeper. Tle wax known for 
hia old fashioned formality of dress, the top hat, long: cout, 
and cane. The Strones were always on hand when there 
waa anything going on that needed their help, Mrs. 
und Mrs. A. CG. Shalfer lived in Rock Island in 1868 where 
Mr. Shaffer's business waa located. Gator Mrs, Shafer 
beeame the matron of Fejervary Home. She was also 
for many yours the superintendent of the Sunday School, 
during the 1880% and 1890's; and it thrived upon her 
leadership and earnestness, One of their daughters mare 
ricd aw Mr. Stevens who was a prominent school man in 
Long Beach, California, 


W. If. Pratt was the secretary of the Academy of 
Selence and Letters and was the penmanship teacher In 
the public schools. ‘Theres were two daughters, Frankie and 
Lucy, the former of whom xtill lives in Minneapolis, WM. 
Thurston Jived al doth and Brady. The daughter Cora, 
was a member of the very first Sunday School class in 
August, 1668. Sho later became a teacher in old Namber 
2 school house where such young Keape-goats in the Koc 
ond grade at} Web Mason used to bo really amused when 
ghe would receive cally from her best young man, & Young 
physician who was starting to practica In Davenport, Shoe 
married him a few years later and the wife of Dr, Lindley 
wax one of the leaders of the church, 


Mr. Seaver was here for five years, from November, 
1864, lo November Ist, 1873, Then the debt on the charch 
property had been paid off, he felt that he had done the 
job for which he came, the establishment of tho sociely and 
the building of a church which had been freed from debt, 
out in the Middle West. We resigned and was suceeded 
by the Reverend S. S$. Hunting, Mr. IIunting seems to 
have come immedintely after Mr, Scaver left with no 
interim of cundidating. 


T quote from an obituary, “Born March 22, 1826, in 
New London, New Hampshire, the ninth of eleven children 
of Jarael and Lucinda Mverett Hunting. Me attended (dis- 
trict school, then Colby Academy in his native town. Ilis 
family wero Ttuptists, At tho age of sixteen he came in 
contact with Universalist preachers and found himself in 
accord with that philosophy. In 1849 he went to Harvard 
Divinity School, Three years Tater nt tho age of 26, he 
was ordained minister of the First Church in Brookficld 
where he served for six years as an efficient minister. He 
wax three years at Manchester, New Hampshire, and two 
years in Detroit, Michigan, In 1855 he was married to 
Carrio I. Stowell who died two years later, loaving ono 
gon. In 1858 he married Julia M. Stovons of Noxth Ando- 
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Ver, Massnchimetts, nnd they had twa aona In 1854 he 
Was comadsstoned chaplain of the 27th Michigan Reyi- 
ment, SOV VEN in Kentuchy, Misstssippt, Mustern ‘Pennessce 
und Virginin, The 27th Michipain was a famous fighting 
reviment, Which erossed the Ranidan 1200 strong and in 
the Aphting: at the Wilderness lost fifteen officers and six 
hundred men, more than half the whole regiment. Ib is 
recorded that the vigerous and devoted chaplain took no 
rest for Chree whole days. 


Chaplain Hunting: was mustered out August 4th, 1865 
and soon aceepled the pastorate of the Unitarian Chureh 
in Quincy, Hlinois, where he remained until January ist 
ISTL. for three yenrs he was Western Seeretary of Amore 
jean Unitarian Association, For five years he served the 
Unitarian Chureh in Davenport, town. In T880 he moved 
to Des Moines to take up, as he wrote, “a forlorn hope 


in the form of a small body of Unitarians in this city.” 


After closing his pastorate in Des Moines In 1886, he was 
active in founding churches in other parts of the State 
and died in Des Moines June 2, 1894. Mr. Hunting pos- 
sesved nnd used the power of a strong character, lis 
nature was large and wholesome and manly.” 


When Mr Hunting resizned in 1878, there seons to 
have been no move to call a successor, At nny rate for 
nearly three years there was no resident minister. ‘Tho 
pulpit was filled by supplies; the various organizations 
mannged to go along then own ways, Miss lllen Gould 
kept Lhe Sunday School going with her famous leadership, 
Chen in’ September of I88t cnme a newly graduated 
preacher fron, Harvard to begin a glorious pastorate of 
twenty-six years. Tis nnmoe was Arthur M. Judy, His 
memory is blessed amoug us still. 


I rejoice, as does Mrs, Matthey, in the pageant of the 
years, in the traditions and in the memories of devoted 
men snd women who wove of their labor and of thelr 
loyalty and of their gencrous souls into the fabrie of that 
pageantry. Inever knew those men and women of seventy 
years ago, but it semes that I ean reach backwards across 
the years and lay hold on their hands and feel the current 
of their enthusiasm thrill through my spirit. The results 
of their excellencies muke it possible for us to meet in this 
spivit, of birthday celebration and to hail the pageant 
of the ycars. : 
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latters of felicitutlon and of memory were rocelved 
from: 


Mrs. Florence Seaver Slocomb, Worcester, Massachue 
Kells. | 

Mr, Juliis Lucht, Newton, Massachusetts, 

Mrs. Dora Hanssen Allyoerver, San Diego, California. 

Mr. and Mrs, G, A, Hanssen, San Dievo, California, 

Mrs. Mary Beatty Wilson, Stillwater, Minnesota, 

Mr. Herbert B. Techudy, New York, Now York, 

A joint letter from Miss Anna Nolle, Wyoming, New 
York; Mrs. Gertrude Riepe Matteson, Duluth, 
Minnesota; and Mes. eviea Ricpe Davics of Congors, 
New York, 

Mr. George S. Valentine, Le Roy, Ohio. 

Mrs. Helen Marks Keith, Laramie, Wyoming, 

Mr. Kenent Oberholzer, Rainier, Minnesota, 

Mrs. Agnes Rieck Goedde, Chicayo, IHlinois. 

Miss Barbara I. Beatty, Evanston, Hlinois, 

Mies Florence i, Beatty, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 

Mina Illa Carstens, Peoria, Hlinois. 

Mr, and Mrs. George Ilermann, Portland, Oregon, 

Mr. Jarry dinnsen, New York, New York, 

Mrs. John W. Watzeck, Portland, Oregon, 

Mr. Ben &. Brown, Chicago, MHlinois. 

Mrs. Beatrice MeKenwie Mitchell, Vineland, New Jorsoy. 

Mixs Katherine Shorey, York, Pennsylvania, 

The Teverend and Mrs, Julius I’. Krolfifer, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Mrs. Anna Bronner Jefferson, Del Mar, California, 

Mrs. Dorothy Hubbell Skelley, Denver, Colorado, 

Dr. Alice #. ivaundich, Ballimore, Maryland, 

Mr. M. Walker Knicrem, Los Angeles, California, 

Dr. Harry Downer, Davenport, Iowa, 

Mr. and Mrs, Waldo B. Regenitter, Chicago, Ulinois. 

Mrs. Alma Hanssen Palm, Montreal, Canada, 


We select excerpts from a few of these letters: 


From Mrs. Florence Seaver Slocomb, daughter of first 
minister. : 

“Ay I was only five years old when my father Jeft 
Davenport, my memorics are very few, und all of a child- 
ixh nature,-—of my joy whenever Mr. Watkins took my 
futher and me to drive in his buggy to his farm; of being 
punished by being sent to bed in the afternoon for some 
mixdemeanor and of secing from my room, the little srirl 
who lived next door, out playing in her yard arrayed in a 
white dress und blue sash. 


“This was so alluring to me that 1 forgot I was being 
punished, and thought I would look as woll, if I tied my 
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best red xaxh around my nightico~and went out, 


This Pdid, cludingg my mother, and presenting the ali 
fying: siyrht of the parson’ little daughter, skipping around 
in a flowing: nightio with a red sash fying! 

My memories ave all like that--of trundle beds, and 
measles—and a children's play in the opera house!” 


From Julius Lucht, Librarian of the Public Library, 
Nowlon, Mauss, 


“Although T have lived in quite a number of places 
since leavingg Davenport in 104, have belonged to several. 
Unitarian churches west and east, and have been some- 
thing of n chureh tramp at times, the old home church 
remains the ong It is always a plensure to come back, 
gnd To have been most fortunate to have been able to do 
R80 xomceLimes for three or four yenrs in succession, at least 
for ono Sunday. T regret, therefore, all the more at have’ 
ing to miss the celebration, 

“Your letter, of course, set me thinking, and lo and 
behold, was it not 4) years lasi winter that Charlie Grilk 
and PE started out one blustery Mareh morning to find ont 
what. kind of a Sunday School there might be up at ‘Tenth 
and Perry?) Fora good while, our good friend, Miss Goos, 
had been inviting us to come up and we had stalled in the 
usual fashion. ‘Oh, you know, we have been going off 
and on to several Sunday Schools in the neighborhood and, 
of course, ab 15 and 16 we are too grown up for any 
further experimentation.” Finally Charlio said, ‘Well, we 
just have to vo at least once to please Miss Goos,’ and go, 
we did. After the session, Mr. Judy said, ‘Now boys, 
won't you come again,’ and we replied, Oh, yes, We'll be 
hack next Sunday.’ You see it was a ense of instantaneous 
conversion, You might ahnost say that we camo to secotf 
and remained to pray.” 


Krom Ifarvy Hansen, Literary Editor for the New York 
World-Telegram. 

“My earliest association with the Sunday School of the 
Unitarian church goes back to the day when the congrega- 
tion still worshipped in a wooden building that must have 
been a modification of the Hudson River Bracketed or 
cottage style of architecture. It remains dimly in my 
memory, for whon IT began turning the corner of Tenth 
and Perry daily on my way to tho old high school, the 
brick building was already there. Around it cluster some 
of my most cherished memories. 


“Tho Sunday School waa alluring enough to make me 
rut on a new tie and wash well behind the oars, and it was 
n Mr. Mornby’s class that I could learn about Daniel in 
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the Hon’s den and the Chicnyvo White Sox in one and the 
same morning. IT wax always cryzer to yo, nnd the only 
time when TP played hookey was when an old Indian fighter 
stopped a group of boys oulside the door nnd began telling 
them about the wounds he had received fia numerous tate 
tles with the Sioux. Mr. Hornby was a little skeptical of 
his stories, but J hesistated to doubt an old man. In those 
days I was eager to write plays, and often pestered Mr, 
Judy with my frivolous schemes, to which that man, who 
possessed infinite patience with younguters, listened cares 
fully, and then made suggestions oul of his own rich store 
of reading. L have memories of the friendliness of Webx- 
ter Mayon, Dr. Preston, and all the Fickes, while the lad 
of my own age who left the greatest impression on me 
was Churles Reining. 


“It ja by recalling these adolexcent days that 7 know 
that men are invariably kind to their fellows and generous 
cepecially to the young. As a lad I was by turns diflident 
und brash, and often tactlesa, and T still lacked a proper 
genne of values. Jb was in this early period Uhat } attended 
hoth the Unitarian Sunday Wie ce then sang in, the 
choir of the Mplscopalian cathedral, a feat Chat must have 
called for some kind of legerdemain, [ recall the conster- 
nation of the Mpiseopalian rector when he discovered that 
the third tenor consorted with the godless, but he was 
appeared when he learned that I was not a member of any 
church. Jt was not until Inter that I camo across Mmer- 
gon’s renuurk Ghat in all unbalanced minds the classification 
ig idolized and passes for the end, 1 did not remain long 
jn the choir (besides my voice changed) bul long enough 
to find out that all ways of worship had something beau. 
tiful ubout them, and 1 have since visiled many churches, 
of many denominations, and felt that the basic emotion 


was universal good will.” 


From Mr. G, A. “Ifum” Ianssen, architect of the pros- 
ent church building. 


“Many times do I recall the harmony of Uie congroga- 
tion-—just like one large family, ever busy and coopers 
ating for the best interest of the church, the Sunday 
School and for one another, The social activities were 
ideal and always enjoyable — the monthly suppers, the 
annual fairs, and picnics, moonlight excursion, dances, ¢n- 
tertaininents, choir rchearsuls, etc. and now I think of 
the wonderful Sunday school party, ‘ooking backward 
and the harvest purtics. Wish I could be there to talk 
about it all und to mect my old friends and your Dr. 


Snyder. I am certain you will have a Joyous annivorsary. 
Congratulations and best wishcs.” 
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From Mra. Chester 8. Wilson. 


“T think the most inspiring moments T remember were 
those in whieh the Sunday School Hned up. at the annual 
Christmas party, and marched into Unity Hall, to the big 
(ree, siting “Onward the Call Now Is Sounding.” Tt was 
avery big uplifting moment. Perhaps the most pure fen, 
when we were children and had no idea of the work mixed 
up with the fun, was tho Annual Fair with its lovely 
cherry blossoms, the nuction at whieh L think you always 
presided, and an occasional good slide on the long floor 
when the crowd thinned out—not to mention the turkey 
dinner, So T could yo on and on.” 


From Mr. Horbert B. Tsehudy, " 


“Tam flooded with memories of my brother and of 
Davenport, itself, for a year of my early manhood was 
spent there and it was a memorable year in my life... 


“My brother's faith in humanity depended greatly upon 
two traits, both nol too common, namely the will to work 
und the desire to deal justly and generously with our indi- 
vidual world. He hated sham in all things whether it had 
to do with hirhly specialized pursuits or with the every 
day business of life. Consequently, he demanded honesty 
of effort from everyone with whom he associated .. 6s 


“This Seventicth Anniversary Celebration is T feel, 
historically important to Davonport and it should increase 
your own faith in the great work of the church.” 


Mrs, Erica Riepo Davies, 


“My enrliest recollection, at about six, concerns the ¢ 

ener way T entered the Riepe pew every Sunday morning. 

It was fourth from the front, right. T always led the 
family. I still hope Mr. Judy thought it was my burning 
desive to get settled and listen to what he had to say. 
Put it wasn’t. On the other end of the same pew, fourth 
from the front, left, sat Miss Gould and Unele Beuny, Miss 
Gould liberally fortifled with duted coll’s-foot sticks, 
yet a delicacy when I met them at the drug store, recently. 
Those sticks made mo a willing parishioner during my 
early years, and I shall think kindly of Miss Gould for ; 
understanding her little pew-mate’s weakness, 


“About the samo age--it was Fair Night. The curtain 
at Unity Wall was about to go up on a musical number, 
Tho excited soloists wore Claire Nolte and the two little 
Riepe girls; the song “Columbus Sailed Across the Sen”s 
thoir costumes threa somber Quaker frocks completo with 


_ aprons, kerchicfs and caps. Columbus began his sail, trem- : 
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ulously, and proceeded fuirly tranquilly, We got to the 
place where 


“Cod held the stars like candles bright 
Yo guide Columbus through the aight,” 


“Thon sudden conxeciouncss of one Tillle girls lingerie 
overcame her, She dropped suddenly out of the trio, 
‘Claire,’ she whispered shrilly, as she pulled up her demure 
Quaker skirt, L’vo got crolcheled Ince on my petticoat,’ 


“Things I Shall Never Forget-—Mixs Unines singing 
“Palm Branches,” the cherry blossom fair, Miss Paxcho's 
cficlent housekeeping behind the chureh-supper seencs, 
Mr. North’s lessons in comparative religion, Miss Morgan's 
rympathetic inquiries, usualy on Sunday mornings, Vee 
garding my homework in cooking (popovers, for junlaned), 
Mrs. Jinebotter’s genuine friendliness, Mr, Ilinvich’s reg 
ular attendance, my mother’s loyalty to the minister, Mr. 
Welzenhach’s welcome help to make a bulky furnace heat 
on a particularly frigid Sunday, Mr. Snyder’s sermon, 
when I came back to church with Sylvia Ann three years 
ago, and a fleeting thought as I Kat in the old pew, that 
I was glad she resembled her father and her Itiope grands 
parents more than she did her mother, 


“Here are grectings ond good wishes galore for a 
happy anniversary week and for fruitful years to come.’ 


From the Reverend Julius F. Krolfifer, 


“sy the Davenport church is about to celebrate its 
th anniversary. The record of thesd seventy years is, 
for all of us who have shared in them, a source of grratifi- 
cation und inspiration, Mabel, Mstelle and TL send to you 


- and all our fricnds in the Davenport church our hearliest 


congratulations on the achievements of the past amd our 
best wishes for the growth and increasing: influcnce of tho 
church in the future. We have rejoiced in the. splendid 
leadership which you have given the church during Lhese 
trying recent years, and in the courageous spiril mani- 
fested by the people of the church during: the same period, 


“We hold, and shall ever hold, in vivid and grateful 
memory, the experiences which we shared in the fellows 
ship of the people of the Davenport church, ‘The years we 
lived in Davenport were years filled with much satisfaction 
and accomplishment, not because of our efforts or ability 
alone, but because of the loyal and intelligent cooporation 
of many of the congregation in the life and work of the 
church, You have enjoyed, | know, a like cooperation from 
the members of the church, and therefore, your work has 
been #o fruitful.” 
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On Friday wight, the Ith, was the banquet, at the 
Lond-A-Hand Club, where about one hundred forty persons 
sont down together to dinner. Judjse J. Wy Bollinger acted 
an tonstinaster, introduced by Mr. Ficke, the chairman of 
the trustee of the church. The spenkers were: 


Mrs, Mizabeth Gude; Mr. WoL. Mason, chairman of 
the General Committee om arrangements for the Seven- 
ticth Anniversary Celebration; Mra, Russell P. Wise, Pres- 
ident of the General Alliance of the Unitarian Women, 
Roston; Dr, Alfred S. Nickless, First Presbyterian Churehs 
Dy, Everett M. Baker, Executive Vice-President of the 
American Unitarian Association, Boston, and Dr, Snyder. 


Then on Sunday morning, October 16th, there was the 
Anniversary Service, with Dr, Baker as the preacher of 
the Anniversary Sermon, with his strong and emphatie 
Kintoment of the meaning of a Unitarian Church and its 
preaching. 


And, finally, we enn close thls memorial no more elfees 
tively thin with Mrs. Elizabeth Gude's original verses 
with which she closod her delightful talk at the banquet. 


On looking back, how short they seem, 
These threo score years and tent 
They're {led for us with many a dream, 
With heart aches now and then, 


With hopes to make our burdens light 
We'll pull together onee again 

With love to muke the handelasp tighter, 
Another three score years and ten. 


=. 


The fulure hides the roads alluring 
Which lend o'er valley and o'er glen 
But faith will keep our hearts enduring 
Another three score years and ten. 


We hold the toreh for those who follow 
The pathway we have trod—and then 
May trust and love their efrorts hallow 
Another three score yours, ind ten. 
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ee: CHRISTENING RECORBS 


Albert James Quicley 

Born Dec. 15, 19235 at Davenport 
to Albert John juigley and kay Rezennitter guizley 
Christened June, 15, 1924 at Unitarian Church of Dar. 


Kary Elizabeth Wilson 

Born Aug. 23, 1921 at Stillwater, iin 

to Chester S. Wilson and Lary Beatty vi Saga : 
eres aes Dece,28, 1924 at bnitarian Chnurcn of Dav. 
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‘. oe 


Berth mei Wilson 


Born July 3,-192« at Stillwater, Linn. 
to Chester S. Wilson and Kary Beatty Wilson 
Christened Dec. 28, 1922 at Unit erian Church of Dar. 


Robert LaFrenz Lee 
Born July 15, 1924 at Davenport, Iowa 
to Charles T. Lee and Birdie Helen LaFreng Lee 
Christened Oct. 10, 1925 at 1718 W. 9th St. (Lee's Home) 


Paul Charles Hilmers 
Born hov. 5, 1924 at Davenport, Iowa 
to Carl Theodore HEiimers end Hattie Goenne Zilmers of De Witt 
Christened June 13, 1926 at Unitarian @huren of Dav. 


Norman Earl Goenne : 
Born Aug. 13, 1925 at Daventort : a 
to William C. Goenne and Norma Cito Goenne 
Christened June 13, 1926 at Unitarian Church of Dar. 


John Frederick Phoenix 
Born Feb. 13, 1926 at Davenport . 
to Harold Averill rshoenix end Dorothy Fenton Fho 
Chriestened June 12, 1927 at Unitarian Church of 
Dorothy Roy Phoenix 


Born 
to Harold Averill Phoenix and Dorothy Panton Phoenix 


Christened by Kenneth k. Zvans coune 10, 1923 at Unit. Ch. Dav. 
Certificate issued by J. &. Krolfifer, 1927 


Gustav Ee ury Lamp, dre 
Horn Nove 30, 1926 at Davenvort 
to Guetev Eenry Lamp and Alice Jessie Goettizg Lamp 
Christened June 12, 1927 eat Unitarian Church of? Dav. 


John Cscar Lazp 
Born july 20, 1921 at Rocz Island 
to Gustav Henry Larp ard Alice Jessie Goettig Lamp 
hee Christened by KM. Ki. Evang June 11, 1922 at Unit. Ch. of Dav. 
Certificate igsued oy J. F. Krolfifer 1927 - 


Paul Forrest Dowming . 
’ Born March 21, 1921 at Davenport 
to Forrest Earl Downing end Sdua Anna Goettiz Downing . 
Chriztened June 11, 1922 at Unit. Cn. of Dave by Ke a. BVans 
Certificate issued by J. F. Krolfifer, 1327 
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' CHRISTENING RECORDS 
(cont. ) 


Carolyn Julia Hilmers 
Born April 1, 1927 at Daveqoeeey Lowa 
to Carl Theodore Hilmers end Hattie Goenne Hilmers 
Christened June-10, 1928 at Unitarian Church of Dav. 


Helen Frances Larkins 
Born Jan. £4, 1921 at Davenvort, Iowa 
to Ray Larkins and Beatrice Gibson Lerkins(now Gallegher) 
Christened June 9, 1929 at Unitarian Church of Dav. 


Lyman Conover Knierer, Jr. ioe > 
Born Jan. 7; 1929 at Davenpor t, Lowa 
to Lyman Conover xnierem and Georzsia west Knierer 
Christened June,3, 1929 at Unitarian Church of Dav. 


- Donald Goettig Lamp 


Born Dec. 10, 1928 
to Gustav Henry Lamp and Alice Jessie Goettiz Lamp 
Christened June G, 1929 at Unitarian Church of Dav. 


Robert Henry Zodor 
Born 4ugz. 28, 1924 at Kew York City 
to Louis Bodor ard Hedwig Resenitter BSodor 
Christened June 9, 1929 at Unitarian Onurcn of Dav. 
Jdame= Philip Bodor 
Born Oct. 14, 1925 at New Yorn City 
to Louis Bodor and Hedwig Rezenitter Bodor 
Christened June &, 1929 at Unitarian Church of Dav. 


Serah Bllen Lacon 
Born Nov. 13, 1929 at Los Angeles, Cal. ‘ 
to Jonn Xeith Nason and Glive Dawson Lason 
Christened Kay 4, 193C at Unitarian Cnurcn of Dav. 


Patricia Annabelle Essex - 


Born June Z,; 1929 in Davenport 
to O. R. Hesex and Alice sestelle Roddewig Zssex 
Christened June 8, 1930 at Unitarian Churcn of Dav. 


Evelyn KMargeret Otto 
-Born Sov. 19, 1916 in Davenport 
to Arnold B. Otto and Helen Reuter Otto 
Christened June 8, 1930 at Uniterian Cnurcn of Bav. 


Robert Benjamin Otto 
Born Noy. 20, 1916 in Davenport 
to Arnold B. Otto and Helen Reuter Gtto 
Christened ¥ June 8, 1930 at Unitarian Church of Dav. 


Lois Virginia rahrner 
Born Nov; 13, 1925 in Davenport 
to tieldo H. Fahrner and Dorothy Eckhardt Fanrner - 
Christened Sunday June 8, 1930 at Unitarian Church of Dav. 
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“Janes e-“Waldo Fahrner 


Born. Suly 22, 1929 in-Davenport- 
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CHRISTENING RECCRDS 

James Waldo Fahrner a 

Born July 22, 1929 in Davenrort 

to Waldo H. Sanrner and Dorothy Eckhardt Fahrner 

- Christened June 8, 1930 at Unitarian Cnurch of Dav. 

John Charles Korn 

Born hov. 14, 1929 in Davenport 

to Ferdinand Charles norn end Vera Cox Korn 

Christened Aug.-i0, 1931 at 2815 Iowa St., Davenvort 
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